
Mason Park Expansion + Church/Dodge Transportation Improvements
City of Evanston, IL 01.13.26

WELCOME TO PUBLIC MEETING #4
PROJECT SCOPE + STUDY AREA:
This planning project is focused on expanding 
open space opportunities and improving 
vehicular, biking, and walking connections for 
the neighborhoods surrounding the Mason Park 
and Church-Dodge areas. 

Existing Mason Park Area

Mason Park Expansion Area 
(former Railroad Embankment)

Church-Dodge Intersection Area

SITE EVALUATION /
 DATA COLLECTION

2023

ONLINE SURVEY #1
Feb 15 - March 15, 2024

PUBLIC MEETING #1
April 10, 2024

CONCEPT PLAN / 
ALTERNATIVES

Spring 2024

PUBLIC MEETING #2
July 9, 2024

ONLINE SURVEY #2
July 25 - Aug 23, 2024

CONCEPT PLAN 
REFINEMENT

Late Summer 2024

PUBLIC MEETING #3
Sept 24, 2024

FINAL CONCEPT 
DELIVERY

October 24, 2024

2023 2024

PROJECT TIMELINE
2025

DESIGN WORK
-------

FINAL DESIGN + 
ENGINEERING 

--------
CONSTRUCTION 
IS DEPENDENT 
ON FUNDING 

AVAILABILITY 
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EXISTING MASON PARK
City owned park includes a field house, 
basketball courts, tennis courts, a 
baseball field, a soccer field, and a 
playground.

Mason Park also includes an 
undeveloped sloped parcel of property, 
located south of Davis Street and east 
of the former Railroad Embankment.

MASON PARK EXPANSION AREA
Former railroad Right of Way, was 
discontinued in the 1980’s. The 
land was sold to private owners. 
Historically, the RR was located 
west of the majority of Evanston’s 
populated area. The City has since 
expanded and the embankment now 
bisects much of the City’s west side.  

At Mason Park the embankment 
disrupts neighborhood access, 
resulting in safety and security 
concerns.  Over the past years, the 
City purchased former Right-of-
Way parcels to correct issues and 
reconnect neighborhoods.

CHURCH-DODGE INTERSECTION
The Church-Dodge Intersection is 
located nearby to active businesses, 
neighborhoods, and Evanston 
Township High School (ETHS). 

This busy intersection accommodates 
vehicles, buses, bicyclists, and 
pedestrians. The intersection often 
feels congested and lacks continuous 
flow for all users.

PROJECT SUBAREAS
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Davis St Along Mason Park Property / 
Base of Embankment (View South)

Basketball Courts
(View West)

Mason Park Entrance at Church / Florence
(View South)

Basketball Court + Soccer Field
(View South)

Playground
(View North)

Park Building
(View West)

Tennis Courts
(View North)

Baseball / Soccer Field
(View West)

Worn Dirt Path Over Embankment 
(View West)

Worn Dirt Path Over Embankment 
(View West)

Embankment / South ETHS Parking 
and Com Ed Electrical towers (View 
North)

EXISTING
CONDITIONS
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PREFERRED CONCEPT PLAN | Ecology + Adventure

Pathway extension connects to 
existing Mason Park walkways 
and Church Street sidewalk

Bioswales + 
rain gardens

Stone 
seating 
areas

Understory 
woodland + 
foraging trail

Entry plaza 

10’ wd 
multi-use 
trail

NATURALIZED PATHWAY
• Connect worn trail between Church + Davis
• Naturalized plantings + interpretive signage

DAVIS STREET PEDESTRIAN CROSSING + PLAZA
• Connect east and west Davis street via open

pathway bordered by retaining walls at the north
and terraced seating at the south

• ADVENTURE COURSE AREA
• Regrade slopes to remove hiding spaces
• Accommodate drainage via rain gardens
• Stone boulders + seating areas
• Ecological planting areas, bioswales + rain gardens

GROVE STREET PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
• Occurs on City controlled right-of-way

NATURE TRAIL
• 10’ wide pathway accommodates bikers, walkers + ComEd access
• Foraging garden area (nut trees)
• Prairie, savanna + understory woodland plantings
• Seating areas
• Interpretive signage

Prairie grasses + 
wildflowers
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Sidewalk along east side of 
Darrow Avenue connects Davis 
Street Pedestrian Crossing and 
Church Street sidewalk

Proposed painted bike 
shared lane markings 
on pavement direct 
westbound cyclists along 
Davis Street and connect 
to Dodge Street and ETHS

Proposed protected bike lane eastbound along Church Street connects to Downtown Evanston
Planned Church Street bike 

connection between Dodge Avenue 
and west City limits
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Proposed 
Pedestrian + 
Bike Crossing

Existing Lake Street signed bike route

LAKE STREET PUBLIC SPACE + PLAZA
• Seating terrace transition to the north

embankment area
• Vertical gateway features + groves of trees

6’ wd
trail 
connection

Mason Park

ETHS
ParkingEvanston 

Township 
High School

(ETHS)
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